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year, and to report
back on training

and technical In our third year of existence, the Knowledge Hub on 2nd Generation HIV/AIDS
assistance Surveillance continues to assist countries in developing more effective systems of

programmes HIV/AIDS surveillance. The Knowledge Hub thus contributes to long-term strategic
during 2005-06.

Our goal is to

assist you in your
efforts in Our aim is to increase the capacity of the countries to implement sustainable and context-specific

HIV/AIDS surveillance systems for HIV/AIDS, STI and behaviours that put people at higher risk of HIV
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planning of HIV prevention and control responses, working primarily in Eastern
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East.

surveillance, and we hope to be of acquisition and transmission. We work toward accomplishing these goals by leading training

service. We would be happy to answer
any of the requests or inquiries that you HIV/AIDS surveillance-related issues.
might have about our activities. The Hub was established in September 2003 at the Andrija Stampar School of Public Health at the
Best wishes, University of Zagreb, Croatia. Since then it has been funded by GTZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Stiepan Oreskovic, lvana Bozicevic Technische Zusammenarbeit), WHO Regional Office for Europe and European Commission. Our
and Jadranka Mimica other partners include WHO Headquarters and WHO Regional Office for the Eastern
\_ / Mediterranean; Health Protection Agency, United Kingdom; London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine; University of Hamburg; University of San Francisco, California; and United
States Centers for Disease Control. In Croatia, the main partners include UNDP, the Institute for
Public Health and the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Zagreb. -

courses, providing direct technical assistance, and offering training manuals and publications on
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Ledarn more
about our

programmes :

Offering training
and technical
assistance
programmes

The majority of our work falls under the .
general categories of capacity building and .
technical assistance for developing effective
HIV/AIDS surveillance. Specifically, the :
Knowledge Hub provides nine different

training modules in HIV/AIDS surveillance,

along with development of new training '
modules and teaching materials, and !
consultancies in development and .

implementation of HIV/AIDS surveillance.
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What courses can
you participate in?

A variety of ongoing resources for you

Aimed at increasing the capacity of participants to develop and implement HIV/AIDS
surveillance systems, our evolving training courses or modules are constantly adapted to
new developments and research in the area of HIV/AIDS surveillance. The courses aim to
introduce participants to the broad field of theory and practice of HIV/AIDS surveillance,
and to bring a practical and multi-disciplinary approach to the work. By bringing
together professionals from various countries and with multidisciplinary backgrounds,
the courses also provide an opportunity to share knowledge and experiences.

Each course integrates a mix of lectures, case studies and group work. The group work is an
essential element of our training courses, and allows participants to share best practices and
challenges in surveillance. Facilitators assist in these exercises, which usually involve
development of a protocol for implementation of the specific components of an HIV/AIDS
surveillance system.

Participants also have a chance to visit HIV surveillance sites in Croatia. These field visits
enable participants to further build practical skills and get hands-on experience. Other field

visits are organised to NGOs that provide harm reduction services and VCT to injecting drug

We are currently offering the 6. Integrated module on biological and

following courses here at the behavioural surveillance in low level

Knowledge Hub: and concentrated HIV/AIDS epidemics
1. Introduction to the 2nd generation 7. Monitoring and evaluation of
HIV/AIDS surveillance national HIV/AIDS programmes

8. Surveillance of HIV/AIDS among
tuberculosis patients

2. Behavioural surveillance

3. Surveillance of sexually transmitted
infections (STIs)

4. HIV/AIDS biological surveillance

5. Surveillance in hard to reach

9. Biological and behavioural
surveillance in hard to reach
populations using respondent-driven

populations sampling

HIV surveillance workshop, Zagreb, 2005
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How can each course
help develop your skills
in HIV surveillance?

Lectures and hands-on collaboration

1. Introduction to the 2nd generation
HIV/AIDS surveillance

In this module, we aim to introduce
participants to the basic principles and
concepts of public health surveillance and
2nd generation HIV/AIDS surveillance. The
course provides an overview of the current
status of HIV/AIDS epidemics globally, and
more specifically in the regions where the
Knowledge Hub primarily works (Eastern
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East).
Participants will also learn the components
of 2nd generation HIV/AIDS surveillance,
and the necessary steps for implementing
such systems. The module also addresses
main principles of surveillance data
collection, analysis and dissemination, as
well as ethical concerns in surveillance data
collection. Finally, participants will learn
how to use WHO and UNAIDS tools and
software programmes for estimating the
presentand future prevalence and impact of
HIV/AIDS.

2. Behavioural surveillance

The behavioural surveillance course will
explain the contribution that behavioural
surveillance can make in understanding
determinants and developments of HIV
epidemics over time. The course will
discuss how this understanding can help

plan and implement effective HIV

\_

prevention programmes.  The topics
include aims and components of
behavioural surveillance, as well as their
place and utility in the overall structure of
HIV/AIDS surveillance systems. Here we pay
particular attention to a range of
methodological issues in behavioural
surveillance, including selection of the
population groups, choice of the study
design, construction of sampling frame,
development of questionnaires, weighting
of data before analysis and data
interpretation. Important behavioural
indicators for evaluation of HIV/AIDS
prevention and control programmes are

addressed in detail. In the group work
element, we employ questionnaires from
Family Health International and other
standardized behavioral data collection
instruments.

3. Surveillance of sexually
transmitted infections (STIs)

Starting with a lecture on global STI
epidemiology, this course emphasizes
recent STI trends in the participants’
regions. The main topics of the course are
types of STI surveillance systems (universal
case reporting, STI prevalence assessment
and monitoring, monitoring of

The objectives of the training courses are to:

1. Increase capacities of participants in development and implementation of HIV/AIDS

surveillance systems

2. Introduce participants to the broad field of theory and practice of HIV/AIDS
surveillance, with the emphasis on the newest biological and behavioural methods

used

3. Provide a practical overview of methods and approaches used in surveillance data

collection, analysis and reporting

4. Describe the importance of dissemination of HIV/AIDS surveillance data to providers
and institutions responsible for implementation of HIV/AIDS prevention and control

programmes

5. Build skills through case studies and a protocol development exercise

6. Assist participants in applying knowledge acquired in their countries
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Participants’ comments

Each fraining course is
extensively evaluafed, and we
use the results to analyse and
report back to the participating
individuals and insfitutions. Thus
far, the evaluations have been
overwhelmingly positive:

*Technical support and good
experience of lecturers was
helpful.”

*I like that lecturers are willing to
provide additional and very
detailed explanations.”

“Well structured training
sessions, balanced alternation of
theoretical parts and exercises.”

“We were working like a big
friendly family.”

*I found the course very practical
and helpful for my future work in
surveillance.”

antimicrobial resistance, laboratory STI
reporting), and their advantages and
disadvantages; sentinel clinic-based STI
surveillance, STI tests and implementation
and evaluation of STI surveillance systems.
Further, the course introduces current
health care arrangements for the diagnosis,
treatment and care of STIs in Europe.
During this module, participants will visit
the STI reference laboratory at the Croatian
Institute for Public Health, and find out how
STI laboratory-based surveillance and
monitoring of antimicrobial resistance in
Neisseria gonorrhoeae work. During the
group work section, participants will
develop proposals for clinic and community
based STI surveillance systems in their
countries.

4. HIV/AIDS biological surveillance

This course teaches strategies for assessing
the burden of HIV infection in a population,
by estimating HIV prevalence both in the

HIV surveillance workshop, Zagreb, 2005

The Knowledge Hub staff in Croatia and abroad have facilitated the training of 144

professionals during 2005 and 2006. Congratulations to all of our participants, who

come from the following countries:

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Egypt, Estonia, Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan,

Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Yemen.

N

general population and in key populations
at higher risk. Course topics include types
of surveys used for HIV biological
surveillance, in particular setting up such
surveys in ANC, STI and TB clinics. Also
included are HIV and AIDS case reporting,
HIV tests and what influences their validity,
HIV testing algorithms and recent
developments in HIV incidence-based
surveillance and other types of clinic-based
surveillance such as monitoring adherence
to treatment and monitoring of
opportunistic infections. Throughout, the
course addresses principles of data
collection and analysis, including analysis of
trend data.

5. HIV surveillance in hard fo reach
populations

The course starts with a brief introduction to
the 2nd generation HIV/AIDS surveillance and
then proceeds to describe activities that are
part of presurveillance assessment, such as
mapping of high risk groups, estimates of the
size of key populations at higher risk, and
qualitative data collection used in
presurveillance assessment. Special
emphasis is put on the choice of appropriate
study designs (cluster based stratified
sampling, time-location sampling and
respondent-driven sampling) and calculation
of sample size. Other topics include
implementation issues such as organisation




HIV, STI and behavioural data collection
principles. Participants will also learn how
to inform development of
prevention and control programmes and to

to use data

evaluate programme effectiveness.
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HIV/AIDS surveillance among TB patients
according to the levels of HIV epidemics
(case selection, study design issues such as
selection of sentinel sites, duration of
surveys, data collection form development,

Courses held in 2005 and 2006:

In Zagreb, Croatia: HIV surveillance in tuberculosis patients (May 2005 and April 2006)

* Monitoring and evaluation of national AIDS responses (June 2005 and May 2006)
* HIV surveillance in hard to reach populations (October 2005)
* STI surveillance (February 2006)

Outside Croatia:

* STI surveillance, Islamabad, Pakistan (July 2005)

* HIV surveillance in hard to reach populations, Tabriz, Iran (December 2005)

* Planning and implementing integrated HIV surveillance systems for the countries of WHO Eastern
* Mediterranean Region, WHO/EMRO, Cairo, Egypt (September 2005)

/

of field work and quality control, data
management, analysis and dissemination,
and evaluation of a surveillance system.

6. Infegrated module on biological
and behavioural surveillance in low
level and concentrated HIV/AIDS
epidemics

Through this course, participants will learn
about the goals and special features of HIV
surveillance in low level and concentrated
epidemics, various surveillance approaches
and methods which are based on the levels
of HIV epidemics and groups that contribute
most to HIV acquisition and transmission.
The topics include general issues such as
development of a strategy and workplan for
HIV/AIDS surveillance system strenthening
and building multisectoral partnerships, as
well as more technical details such as
designing comprehensive and sustainable
systems, selection of survey designs and

7. Monitoring and evaluation of
national HIV/AIDS programmes

The main aim of this module is to increase
knowledge in the principles of monitoring
and evaluation (M&E) of national HIV/AIDS
programmes, and to broaden participants’
experience with tools used in M&E systems.
The course will provide an overview of
indicators used in M&E according to the
levels of HIV epidemics, including input,
process, output and impact indicators, and
will go on to assess their relevance for
strategic planning and evaluation of
different HIV programmes. The Country
Response Information System (CRIS) and
international reporting requirements will
be explained during the course.

8. Surveillance of HIV/AIDS among
fuberculosis patients

This course opens with a description of
trends in epidemiology of HIV/AIDS and TB,
and the consequences of the overlap of
both epidemics. The course includes
lectures on the strategies and methods of

time-frame for the surveys). Other
important topics include evaluation of
surveillance systems and linkages of
surveillance systems with evaluation of HIV
and TB interventions.

9. Biological and behavioural
surveillance in hard fo reach
populations using respondent-driven
sampling (RDS)

Participants will emerge from this course
with the ability to implement RDS, a variant
of the chain-referral method used to sample
hidden populations, such as injecting drug
users, sex workers and men who have sex
with men. The course will present issues
relevant for organisation of an RDS survey,
such as collaboration with high-risk groups,

selection of seeds, provision of primary and -
secondary incentives, screening of

participants, management of RDS data and
documentation, and using RDS analysis [N
software (RDSTAT). Visits are organised to a
field site where RDS data collection is

ongoingin Croatia (September 2006).
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What technical
assistance does
the Knowledge
Hub offer?

A variety of services

W/e provide technical assistance in the following areas relevant to
HIV/AIDS surveillance:
* Assessment of the quality of existing HIV surveillance systems

* Identification of priority groups and areas where HIV
surveillance needs to be established

* Assistance in identification and implementation of
operational research and pre-surveillance assessment

* Assistance in implementation of surveillance surveys,
including clinic (facility) based serosurveillance, and community-
based surveys among high risk groups (drug users, sex workers,
men who have sex with men)

* Selection of HIV and STI tests and testing algorithms

* Training of surveillance professionals and field staff who assist in
survey implementation

* Analysis and interpretation of data, and report writing
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Consultancies and

tehnical assistance
Partnership around the region

Pakistan.

Our accomplishments here included writing-up a strategy
for development of a surveillance system for STIs in Pakistan
that is consistent with international best practices, as well as
leading a training of trainers on STI surveillance systems.

Iran.

The terms of reference for this mission in December 2005
were to hold a training workshop on the 2nd generation HIV/
AIDS surveillance for disease control managers and
epidemiologists from different sectors (Centers for Disease
Control, Ministry of Health, prisons organisations, NGOs),
and to assist in development of second generation HIV/AIDS
surveillance for implementation at the district level.

WHO Regional Office for

Eastern Mediterranean, Cairo.

The secondment of Dr Ivana Bozicevic in 2006 to the WHO
EMRO Office included the development of a strategy for
HIV/AIDS surveillance for WHO EMRO, as well as country-
level technical assistance and writing up implementation
guidelines on HIV/AIDS surveillance in low level and
concentrated epidemics.

Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Here we worked on developing M&E systems, selecting key
indicators, defining data collection strategies, designing data
flow charts and reporting procedures, and drafting M&E
operations manual.

Croatia.

Our core responsibilities in the Croatia consultancy were to
aid in the design and implementation of surveys. First, the
national survey on young people's sexual behaviors. Second,
surveys about sexual behaviors of migrant workers, including
merchant marines, construction workers and truck drivers.

Lithuania.
Technical assistance in conducting mid-term review of the
national AIDS programme.

Planned technical assistance in 2006.
In 2006, further technical assistance in implementation of
HIV surveillance systems is planned in Croatia, Bosnia and

/

Herzegovina, Serbia, Iran and Yemen.
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What technical guidelines and
training toolkits are produced at
the Knowledge Hub?

£

2

Training curriculum in HIV/AIDS
surveillance in low level and
concentrated epidemics developed
for WHO/EMRO

This eight-day training module was
prepared for the WHO/EMRO and will
serve as a training material for the
region. The module contains 18 lectures,
group exercises and a larger surveillance
protocol development exercise.

Training modules franslated info

Russian

WHO/EURO Office arranged the
translation of the following Knowledge
Hub training modules into Russian:
Introduction to 2nd Generation HIV/AIDS
Surveillance; Behavioural Surveillance;
Biological HIV/AIDS Surveillance;
Surveillance in Hard to Reach
Populations.

Guidelines for implementation of
HIV/AIDS surveillance systems in low

level and concentrated epidemics

These Guidelines address a range of
issues relevant for surveillance system
implementation, including pre-
surveillance assessment, quantitative
and qualitative methods, questionnaires
for high risk groups, forms used in clinic-
based surveillance and how to design
and implement specific surveillance
surveys. They are produced for the WHO
EMRO Office and are expected to be
completed in October 2006.

Training course on monitoring
and surveillance of ARV drug

resistance
Development of this training course is
expected to be done during 2006 and
early2007.

Apply for Training

Courses in 2006!

Behavioural and biological survey
among high risk groups using
respondent-driven sampling
method 11-15 September 2006

The course is aimed at those who will be
organising the implementation of
respondent-driven sampling. Participants
will learn what the necessary preparations
for RDS are, how to select seeds and
surveillance sites and how to do RDS
documentation and data management, and
RDS analysis using RDSTAT.

Training module: Biological
HIV/AIDS surveillance 6-10
November 2006

The topics that this module addresses

include implementation of biological
surveillance systems in ANC, STI and TB
clinics, and the new methods in HIV
surveillance such as incidence-based
surveillance, surveillance of antimicrobial
resistance and monitoring adherence to
treatment. Participants will learn about the
current best laboratory tests used for
estimating HIV incidence and prevalence,
and in monitoring resistance to treatment,

as well as challenges that these types of

surveillance systems face.

o
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Find out about “Who are we?

' Health professionals

u pco m i n g Efund administration .

Dr Ivana Bozicevic, MSc (LSHTM), DrPH

] ]
international o
Andrija Stampar School of Public Health /

London School of Hygiene and Tropical

Medicine
co n e re n ce s Ivana.Bozicevic@Ishtm.ac.uk
Jadranka Mimica, Project Coordinator
on HIV and STis:
u Jadranka.Mimica@undp.org

Professor Stjepan Oreskovic, PhD

Andrija Stampar School of Public Health
soreskov(@snz.hr

Professor Aleksandar Stulhofer, PhD
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Zagreb
astulhof@ffzg.hr

STl reference laboratory, Zagreb

Dr Branko Kolaric
Croatian Institute for Public Health
Branko.Kolaric@hzjz.hr

Danijela Leso, research administrator
Andrija Stampar School of Public Health
dleso@snz.hr

Joshua Champagne, intern
UNDP Office, Zagreb
Joshua.Champagne@undp.org

* XVI International AIDS Conference, 3 - 18 August, Toronto, Canada. www.aids2006.0rg Newsletter editors: Dr Ivana Bozicevic and

* Decade of HAART: Historical Perspectives and Future Directions. 25-26 September 20006. Joshua Champagne

San Francisco, California US. www.iapac.org Graphic designer: Zarko Jovanovski
Printing: MEDIA PRINT d.o.0.

e Australasian Sexual Health Conference. 9-11 October 2006.
- http://www.sexualhealth2006.com.au/

Please contact:

- e 22nd Conference on Sexually Transmitted Infections. IUSTI Europe - 19-21 October Knowledge Hub on 2nd Generation

2000, Versaille, France. www.iusti.org HIV/AIDS Surveillance Andrija Stampar
- * 8th International Congress on Drug Therapy in HIV Infection. 12-16 November 20006, School of Public Health
- Glasgow, UK. http://www.call4abstracts.com/hiv8/ Rockefellerova 4

10 000 Zagreb
Phone: + 385 145 90 100
+ 38514590 102
Fax:  +385 14684406
* 4th International AIDS Society Conference on HIV Pathogenesis and Treatment. 22-25 E-mail: training@snz.hr, dleso@snz.hr

- July 2007. www.ias2007.org \www.surveillancezagreb.org

* European best practice seminar on monitoring and evaluation. 23-25 November 20006,
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. More details on the seminar will be at:
www.aidsactioneurope.org




